
Holbrook Public Schools  
245 South Franklin Street      
Holbrook, MA 02343 
      
 

MINUTES OF THE HOLBROOK SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Central Office 

August 18, 2016 
      
 

In Attendance:  School Committee: 
Arthur George Chairperson  
Elizabeth Tolson, Vice Chairperson  
Nancy Alterio, School Committee Secretary 
Barbara Davis, School Committee Member 
John Flanagan, School Committee Member 
Patricia Lally, Superintendent of Schools 
Patricia Lugo, School Business Manager 
Bridget Baker, Recording Secretary  
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm by Mr. George. 
  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 

Fr. Tim Rogers announced that they are working on a non-religious after school program that 
they will offer to 7th and 8th graders to help build self-esteem, work on homework skills, teach 
them how to prepare simple dinners as well as many other activities. 
 

Citizen’s Concerns 
None. 
 

Civics Club Presentation 
Mary Clougher and the Civics Club gave a recap of events that occurred throughout the 2015-
2016 school year and on-going projects.  Some of the accomplishments included the Civics Club 
successfully having September 21st designated as Peace Day as well as their progress on creating 
a Peace Pole to be constructed at the new PreK-12 school. 
 

Professional Development Update 
Assistant Superintendent Julie Hamilton discussed the new professional development 
requirements for teachers that began over the summer. As part of the professional development 
program all new teachers received a mentor to assist them throughout the school year as well as 
establishing peer coaching in the classrooms.  The leadership team worked with the state’s 
recommended modules and had a series of webinar trainings, workshops and PARCC training 
with positive feedback from teachers. 
 

Building Update 
Superintendent Lally took a tour of the building project the night before and saw the first and 
second floors and the leadership team took a trip to Connecticut to look at different option for 
furniture.  Another trip will be scheduled to view the furniture in a showroom in Boston that 
some teachers will be invited to attend. 
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Personnel 
New Hires 

• Jorge Gonzalez, Technology Director, effective July 1, 2016 
• Jessica LeGrand, Special Education Administrative Assistant, effective August 9, 2016 
• Caitlin Marscher, School Psychologist, Holbrook Junior-Senior High School, effective August 

26, 2016 
 

Financial Update 
Ms. Lugo stated that the budget is running smoothly.  This is the time of the year when the books 
are closed during the summer for last year and opening for the new year.  There have been minor 
discrepancies that were rectified with no red flags.  Ms. Lugo is currently working with the 
school secretaries to put together a policy manual for student activities accounts.   
 

Start Times for the Elementary and Secondary Levels 
Superintendent Lally stated that the traffic study recommends that there be an hour delay 
between the two schools.  Chairman George asked that this be reviewed and discussed again at a 
later meeting. 
 

School Committee member report 
Ms. Davis reported that she attended the theater camp musical Lion King Junior which was an 
excellent production. 
 

$300 Donation from Elizabeth Eaton for the Peace Pole in Memory of Mr. Ted Eaton 
Ms. Davis made a motion to accept the $300 donation from Elizabeth Eaton for the Peace Pole in 
Memory of Mr. Ted Eaton. 
 

Voted: 
(Davis/Tolson) made a motion to accept the $300 donation from Elizabeth Eaton for the Peace 
Pole in Memory of Mr. Ted Eaton. 
5-0-0  
 

Request to dispose of approximately 200 outdated books and VHS tapes from the Holbrook 
Junior-Senior High School library 
Ms. Davis made a motion to accept disposing of approximately 200 outdated books and VHS 
tapes from the Holbrook Junior-Senior High School library; however, they ask that they look 
into donating the books before disposing of them. 
 

Voted: 
(Alterio/Tolson) made a motion to accept disposing of approximately 200 outdated books and 
VHS tapes from the Holbrook Junior-Senior High School library; however, they ask that they 
look into donating the books before disposing of them. 
5-0-0  
 

July 21, 2016 School Committee minutes 
Ms. Alterio made a motion to approve the July 21, 2016 School Committee minutes. 
 

Voted: 
(Alterio/Tolson) made a motion to approve the July 21, 2016 School Committee minutes. 
3-0-2 (Mr. Flanagan and Ms. Davis abstained – They were not in attendance) 
 

Old Business 
None. 
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New Business 
Mr. George circulated a document in reference to the Audit Committee appointment that he 
would like everyone to review and discuss at the next school committee meeting. 
 
 

ADJOURN or VOTE TO CONTINUE 
 

Voted: (Tolson/Alterio) The School Committee made a motion to adjourn the regular School 
Committee Meeting of August 18, 2016 at 8:25pm.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bridget Baker 
Bridget Baker 
School Committee Secretary 
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